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Re: Ninth Avenue Dump, Gary, Indiana , :̂  ••.;-.: 
U. S. Scrap, Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Ms. Swales: 

This letter is in response to the March 9, 1988 letter 
Notice of Potential Liability we received from Mary Gade of the 
USEPA relating to the Ninth Avenue Dump in Gary, Indiana and 
U.S. Scrap in Chicago, Illinois. 

Since receiving that letter, we have conducted a review of 
DeSoto's relevant files to determine what involvement, if any, 
our Company may have had with either or both of these sites. 
The result is that we have been unable to locate any records 
that confirm the assertion in Ms. Gade's letter that our Company 
may have arranged for the disposal, treatment or transportation 
for disposal or treatment of hazardous substances found at these 
sites. Lacking such substantiation, DeSoto must decline your 
request that it assume liability for cleanup costs at these 
sites at this time. 

We note that Ms. Gade's letter states the USEPA has 
information evidencing DeSoto's involvement as a potentially 
responsbile party at these sites. We respectfully request that 
the USEPA provide us such information. Upon receipt of the 
same, DeSoto will be pleased to reevaluate its position in this 
matter. Without such information, DeSoto will have no basis to 
take any further action. 

We appreciate the USEPA's concern with conditions at these 
sites. Similarly, we are certain that the USEPA appreciates 
DeSoto's inability to take any action with regard to these sites 
without such further information as the USEPA has concerning 
DeSoto's possible involvement at the sites. 

Any further corresponclence regarding these sites should be 
sent to the undersigned at the address on this letterhead. 
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Very truly yours^ 

Jyames A. Carney 
ssistant General Counsel 


